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The 5th Annual “Fine Arts in the Ozarks at Rockspire” 
 
 Originally conceived as a means for artists to showcase their work at Rockspire in October 2021, following the end of 
the pandemic, the Plein Air Painters of Eureka Springs (PAPES) has since established this event as a recurring tradition.  
 
 Each summer, the group convenes every Wednesday morning at various locations in and around Eureka Springs to 
participate in "en plein air" painting— the French term for painting outdoors. Their season typically commences in May 
with a weeklong festival that attracts plein air artists from across the country for competitions, instructional classes, and 
exhibitions. At the close of each year, the artists conclude their activities with an exhibition and reception at Rockspire. 
 

The recent two-day event at Rockspire featured outdoor demonstrations and instructional sessions. Several students 
from North Arkansas College (NorthArk) in Harrison, AR attended an afternoon watercolor class, exchanged ideas on plein 
air painting with artists who demonstrated their techniques, and explored the Rockspire grounds. The evening artists’ 
reception included a musical performance by Ellen Stephenson—composer, piano teacher, organist, and accompanist—as 
well as culinary offerings and wine, providing an opportunity for artists to discuss their work with numerous art patrons in 
attendance. 
 

Learn more about the Plein Air Painter of Eureka Springs by visiting, https://www.facebook.com/PleinAirPaintersofEurekaSprings. 

A – Welcome banner at Rockspire’s main gates. 
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B – Art patrons at the Artists’ reception. 
Photo by D. Buyskes 9.27.25 

D – Art patrons at the Artists’ reception. 
Photo by D. Buyskes 9.27.25 

 

C – Pianist Ellen Stephenson performing at the Artists’ reception. 
Photo by D. Buyskes 9.27.25 

E – Art patrons at the Artists’ reception. 
Photo by D. Buyskes 9.27.25 

F – MobbyMac Carriage House 
exterior during the reception. 

      Photo by D. Buyskes 9.27.25 
G – Watercolor art class under 

the tents at Rockspire 
Photo by G Myers 9.26.25 

H – NorthArk College students 
showing their watercolor 
paintings from class 

      Photo by G Myers 9.26.25 
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Homebuilders at Rockspire 

     Three homes are currently being built at Rockspire, with plans 
underway for a fourth. These residences sit on a southeast-facing 
slope about half a mile from the main entrance and feature non-
combustible construction. The families involved are joining forces to 
create sustainable homes designed to last for years. Pictured here are 
the four families building at Rockspire, shown from left to right, they 
are: 

Pam and Mike Johnson 
 Pam started the monthly Rockspire Neighborhood Memory Café at the MobbyMac Carriage 

House. This initiative stems from her extensive experience in the field of aging and as founder of 
Friends Place Adult Day Services, a specialized dementia care program. Additionally, she wrote 
the book Did I Remember to Tell You? A Real-Life Guidebook for Dementia Family Caregivers. 

 Mike, now retired from his work as a Dallas architect, co-founded Rockspire and currently 
oversees ongoing project designs. His professional career had a wide range of project types and 
included the design of data centers worldwide. 

Cliff and Carol Wright 
 Cliff previously worked as an electrical engineer specializing in marine geophysical survey and 

software engineering within the petroleum sector. Besides his technical expertise, he is also a 
skilled French Horn musician, performing in several orchestras across Northwest Arkansas and 
Southwest Missouri. 

 Carol, who remains partially active as a fundraising professional, has contributed to organizations 
such as local orchestras, Opera in the Ozarks, and the Nature Conservancy. Like Cliff, she plays 
the French Horn in multiple orchestras throughout Northwest Arkansas and Southwest Missouri. 

Alesia and Eric Chapman 
 Alesia owns and runs E&A Graphics in Green Forest, AR, where she produces large-format, full-

color prints, banners, t-shirts, and more. Her company serves a nationwide clientele, including 
the trucking industry’s graphic requirements. 

 Eric operates E&A Woodworking and participates in the Makers at Rockspire collective. In 
addition to overseeing construction projects at Rockspire, he crafts distinctive creations that are 
distributed to clients across the country. 

George and Deborah Myers 
 George is a retired architect from Dallas and a co-founder of Rockspire. He manages projects at 

Rockspire and hosts the monthly Rockspire Forum. Specializing mainly in healthcare architecture, 
George also developed real estate ventures from offices based in Dallas, Texas, and Aix-en-
Provence, France. 

 Deborah, a retired economist, makes quilts at Makers at Rockspire Studio. She serves as co-
president of the Eureka!Quilters guild and manages the Myers’ Dallas home. 

 
 

This autumn’s colors at Rockspire  

Maple Trees near 
the front gates 

Photos by G. Myers 
10.30.25 


