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Ernie Kilman  

On the Kings River near Rockspire 

Sunset on the Kings River 
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ARTIST ERNEST KILMAN knows the area around Rockspire 

probably better than anyone!  He has lived and worked at Trigger 
Gap for 21 years and was instrumental in assisting the Nature 
Conservancy with its purchase of the Kings River Preserve. Ernie has 
been a friend to Rockspire, and he is one of our closest neighbors. 
Ernie’s Kings River Outfitters is located across the highway from 
Rockspire, at the Highway 221, Kings River Bridge. His brother and 
sister-in-law, Doug and Susan Kilman held their wedding reception 
in the MobbyMac Carriage House at Rockspire in 2013. 
 (See the January, 2014 Rockspirian for more about the wedding)  

 
 Ernie is “the painting guide”, taking you on a journey back to Nature through the medium of oil 
landscape paintings.  Ernie leads a dual life as an established American landscape painter, and as a 
professional outdoorsman, providing river outfitter services and guide services.  He prefers a canoe as 
his vessel of transportation into the wilderness regions, where he sets up his plein air easel, and uses 
impressionistic realism to capture the essence of the grand natural American landscape. He sees his 
works as nostalgic transports guiding you to an ancient time when people first gazed upon natural 
scenes, untouched by human development. 
 

He compares his canoe to a time machine, providing an entry 
back into the old American landscapes.  The canoe is an environmentally 
friendly way to take his materials deep into thickly wooded areas, to 
what he calls “the last beautiful spots.”  Sometimes he stays for a week at 
a time, drawing and painting every day. By living with the wilderness, 
looking at the subject matter, breathing the air, smelling the aromas, 
and hearing the bird songs, the whole natural environment goes through 
all of his senses and spill out through his brushes, painting scenes little 
different from how they might have looked to an explorer from long ago. 

 

Ernie expresses a colorful and enthusiastic 
perspective of the Ozarks and Trigger Gap, 
which he artfully translates through his 
paintings as well as his activism in 
promoting a meaningful, environmentally 
responsive use of this place. If you plan on 
taking a canoe trip down the Kings River, 
or you just want to spend some time 
enjoying the Trigger Gap area around 
Rockspire, please contact Ernie, as he is a 
great resource for information that will 
enhance your visit. For more information 
about Ernie and the Kings River Outfitters 
visit his website at: 
 http://kingsriveroutfitters.com. 

http://www.rockspire.com/
http://kingsriveroutfitters.com/
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Editor’s note: 

The 3,000 feet long recreational 
airstrip mentioned in the article 
above is East of Rockspire, across the 
Kings River from Camp Sassafras. It 
is not quite finished yet, but should 
open soon. If you would like to learn 
more, contact Harper Goodwin, 
RAF member and retired American 
Airlines pilot, and a friend and 

neighbor to Rockspire.  
 
harpergoodwin@gmail.com 

Jynx admiring a new addition to Joan’s Angel 

Trail at Rockspire 

Rusty Rothgeb working on new MobbyMac 

Carriage House front doors at Rockspire shop. 
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